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Mitcham Football Club  

1981 Senior Premiership, Plus Reserves & U18s 

40th Year Anniversary: 1981-2021 
 

This year we celebrate the 40th anniversary of the 1981 Senior Premiership, along with the Reserves and U18s Premierships: 
all achieved on the same day, on the same ground. What a magnificent achievement this was and what a wonderful year for 
the Mitcham Football Club. Despite the COVID19 Pandemic Year (and the cancelled 2020 footy season), and the ongoing 
impacts in 2021, as a Club and as a community, we have so much to be thankful for. 
 

Enjoy this ‘anniversary report’ and re-live those fabulous days! 
 

1. The 1981 Senior Grand Final Match Details: 
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2. The Official 1981 Senior Premiership Story: 
 
Extract from the Club history book ‘Place Kicks to Drop Punts’ (by Garry Wathen / Marc Fiddian) 
 
Mitcham made it a hat-trick of premierships by winning the 1981 flag. Even the Eastern District Football League was 
becoming concerned about one club dominating the competition. Again, the team showed great consistency throughout the 
season although it had to win by a huge margin in the last game, at Bayswater, to take second place from East Burwood on 
percentage. A 19.13 to 3.4 win enabled Mitcham to achieve this and meet Vermont in the second semi-final. Vermont had 
won two more games than Mitcham and was widely favoured to win the flag. Mitcham made light of the situation and won the 
semi-final by 45 points. East Burwood, a one-point winner against Scoresby in the first semi-final, comfortably beat Vermont 
in the preliminary final to earn the right to challenge Mitcham in the grand final. The match played at Boronia, was similar to 
the previous two grand finals in that Mitcham proved its superiority beyond doubt. The final score of 16.19 to 9.12 
represented a winning margin of 49 points, which followed similar wins in each of the finals in which the Tigers played in 
1979-80-81. The smallest margin in these six games was 33 points in the 1980 grand final.  
 
Among the newcomers in 1981 were Noel Zunneberg, a veteran full-back who had turned 35 by the time the season ended 
but won the best and fairest award* and was its best player in the finals; the club’s rover Michael Roberts (Richmond), 
wingman Glenn Murray (East Ringwood), ruckman Shane Burke (Richmond), and Andrew Roberts (Fitzroy). In addition, Keith 
Rout rejoined the club from Ferntree Gully and former Russell Lennie retuned from the Richmond Under 19s. Mitcham was 
even stronger. Andrews (81), Lyons (64) and Roberts (48) kicked more than half the team’s yield of goals for the season, in 
which the EDFL increased the number of clubs in first division from 10 to 12**.  
 

* Zunneberg had played with Croydon before joining Fitzroy in 1967. After 73 games there, he switched to Preston in 1972. Zunneberg, 
who played 67 games with the Bullants, captained them in 1975. The following season he joined East Ringwood and was captain-coach 
of Montrose before transferring to Mitcham. Zunneberg polled a massive 57 votes in Mitcham’s 1981 best and fairest award, more than 
double the 28 votes earned by runner-up Shane Witnish. 
 

** EDFL first division had comprised 12 teams from 1963-72. 
 
 

The ladder at the end of 1981 was: 
 

       W    L D PC 

 
Vermont   16    2  131 
Mitcham   14    4  146 
East Burwood  14    4  143 
Scoresby  10    8  119 
Surrey Hills  10    8    90 
Blackburn    9    8 1   97 
East Ringwood    9    9  107 
Croydon     8  10    98 
Mulgrave    7  10 1   91 
North Ringwood    4  14    83 
Ringwood    4  14    72 
Baywater    2  16    48 
 
 

Mitcham again was the league champion. On the same day and at the same ground, Mitcham walked away with the Firsts, 
Reserves and Under 18 premierships. The 1981 grand final was the end of the Thomas era. Appointed Sydney Swans 
Reserves coach for the following season he (Thomas) also became full-time Swans development officer in New South Wales. 
Thomas, who progressed to become the Swans general manager from 1986-88, believes his opportunity with the Swans was 
certainly enhanced by his success at Mitcham.  
 
Reflecting on Thomas’s contribution, Lee Gale said: “Thomas didn’t get a lot of kicks, but he would drift across the half-back 
line as a loose man and marshall the troops from there. When he did get the ball he’d kick it 100 yards. Thomas could be one 
of the boys one minute and be a disciplinarian the next. He had the knack of being able to do both, yet achieve the desired 
results.” 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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3. Seniors Premiership Team Photo: 
 

 
 
Top Row:   Arthur Saker (Team Manager), Phillip Morrison, Ray Witnish, Glenn Murray, Gary Marshall, Peter Witnish,  

Tony Andrews, Ray Bond, Shane Witnish, Steve Lundberg, Leo Wishart, Ray Bourke (Treasurer). 
 
2nd Row:   Peter O’Connell, Lee Gale, Peter Dungan, Bob Bentley, Alex Allan (Timekeeper), David White,  

Rob Lyons, Paul Temminghoff, Shane Burke, Graeme Weatherley (VC), Greg Pimm, Roy Hands (Head  
Trainer), Gary Lalor, Steve Wilson, Warren Nelson (Runner).  

 
Front Row:  Tony Linney, Michael Roberts, Kevin Smith (Secretary), Ron Thomas (Captain Coach),  

Bernie Coleman (President), Russell Lennie, Noel Zunneberg.  
 
Absent:    Keith Rout. 
 
 

1981 Finals Senior Matches & Scores 
 

1st Semi Final 
East Burwood 6.4 (40) vs Scoresby 5.9 (39). East Burwood won by 1 pt. 
 

2nd Semi Final 
Vermont 9.11 (65) vs Mitcham 16.14 (110). Mitcham won by 45 pts. 
 

Preliminary Final 
Vermont 9.10 (64) vs East Burwood 13.15 (93). East Burwood won by 29 pts. 
 

Grand Final 
Mitcham 16.19 (115) vs East Burwood 9.12 (66). Mitcham won by 49 pts. 
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4. The 1981 Season: 
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EDFL Vs Preston District, 12 May 1981: 

 

   
 
 
 

MFC Calcutta Day: 
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5. Second Semi Final: 
 

Tiger Rag 5 September 1981, Second Semi Final Day. 
 

     
 

       
EDFL Record 5 & 6 Sept. 1981                           EDFL news item  
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6. Grand Final: 
Tiger Rag 19 September 1981, Grand Final Day. 
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I Still Call Mitcham Home 
 
I’ve been to cities that never close down 
From New York to Rio and Old London Town 
But no matter how far or how wide I roam 
I still call MITCHAM home. 
 
I'm always travelling 
I love being free 
And so I keep leaving the sun and the sea 
But my heart lies waiting over the foam 
I still call MITCHAM home. 
 
 
 

All the sons and daughters 
Spinning around the world 
Away from their family and friends 
But as the world gets older and colder 
It’s good to know where your journey ends. 
 
Someday we'll all be together once more 
When all of the ships come back to the shore 
I realise something I've always known 
I still call MITCHAM home 
 
But no matter how far or wide I roam 
I still call MITCHAM  
I still call MITCHAM 
I still call MITCHAM home. 

 
Songwriting Credits Peter Allen … and Ron Thomas! 
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EDFL Record Grand Final Day: 
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Newspaper Items: 
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7. Reserves Premiership Team Photo: 
 
 

 
 
Top Row:   Terry Hitchens (Runner), Jeff Saker, Ray Gale, Colin Danks, Alan Gale, Trevor McKinnon, Liam Hennessey,  

Frank Dimasi, Michael Griffin, Andy Roberts, Gary Lalor. 
 
2nd Row:   Bob Bentley, Evan Whitfield, Danny Dungan, Paul Temminghoff, Leigh Bienvenu, Steve Nelson, Dean Allen,  

Gary Dunkinson, David White, Alan Marshall (injured). 
 
3rd Row:  Tony Larkin, Steve Saddington, Rob Hatcher, Grant Munro (Selector), Neil Watson (Captain Coach), 

Jeff Nicol, Chris Turner, Don Coutts, Russell Witherow. 
 
Front Row:  Wayne Henderson, Greg Nicol, Carl Davis.  
 
Absent:    Wayne Halbert, Emil Popovic, Neil Bourne (Team Manager). 
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8. U18s Premiership Team Photo: 
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9. Awards, Statistics and Other Highlights: 
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1981 Financial Report: 
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10. Presentation Nights: 
 

EDFL Presentation Night: 
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MFC Presentation Night, Tiger Rag: 9th October 1981: 
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11. Further Items and Memorabilia: 
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MFC 1981 Year Book Editorial: 
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L-R: Kevin Smith (Club Secretary), Neil Watson (Reserves Capt. Coach), Ron Thomas (Seniors Capt. Coach), Ken Henderson (U18s 

Coach), Bernie Coleman (Club President), Mark Joseph (U18s Capt.) Ray Bourke (Club Treasurer). 
 
 

 
Memorial: 

 

On behalf of all club members, we honour the 1981 Premiership Players and Officials who have since passed: 
1981 Players: Ray Bond, Greg Pimm, Emil Popovic, Don Coutts. 

1981 Committee/Officials:  
Bernie Coleman, Kevin Smith, Steve Lundberg, Leo Wishart, Alex Allan, John Clark, Cam Marshall, Ted Clark, Jan Weatherley, 

Bill Dunkinson, Cyril Wilson, Keith Allen, Arthur Saker, Ron Cousins, Vic Dunkinson, Bruce Newport.  
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
This Report was produced by Alan Marshall for the Mitcham Football Club and Past Players & Officials Association (2021).  

Should you have any 1981 memorabilia, newspaper cuttings or other valuable information please contact Alan Marshall. 


